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Looking for the words Social Ecology on the Internet, we find that the Italian Wikipedia website shows several approaches to different worlds that, so far, are insufficiently communicating.

After Wikipedia, we find a Karl Ludwigh Schibel’s comment on the encyclical “Laudato sii” of Pope Francesco on the website Ecologiasociale.org and, after that we find several website that talk about the work and the thinking of Murray Bookchin. He was a labourer, a trade unionist, a successful writers, an academic teacher, but also an ecological, peace and antiracist movement animator. More than thirty years ago he was already talking about limits of growth and urbanisation declining. 

He affirmed that among natural elements (including humans) exists a holistic relationship and the natural order does not need authority or hierarchy. 

The social ecology believes that the ecological problem can’t be separated by social problems: the “evils” of both the first and the second comes from the capitalism and from the resulting society based on hierarchy and authority.

The social ecology believes also that an ecological view of the society can allow to exclude any types of exploitation and human control over other humans and over nature.

 Therefore, individual is placed inside the whole (“holistic view of the world”), out of any anthropocentric view of the nature, which is the base of all the social studies. On the other hand, mainstream social studies have helped the growth of human supremacy and oppression over other humans and over nature.

Thus, ecology must be social ecology. It must be careful to purify social relationships from any coercion and hierarchy. It must give value to diversity, symbiosis, freedom. Ultimately, one cannot be ecologist without being at the same time against authority and hierarchy, that is, as Murray Bookchin says: “ecology, it is social ecology or it isn’t ecology”.

Social ecology perspectives

The American social ecologists have their nerve center in the Institute for Social Ecology. In order to give concrete solutions at the crisis of our society, social ecologists think that we need to deal with the social dynamics that caused this crisis (the ecological, political and social ones) and we need to integrate them in a revolutionary perspective.

Bookchin asserts that it is the nature itself that give us directions on what to do. Humans have to understand that they are an integral part of nature and they have to build a new social perspective, environmentally healthy, and a new method based on self managed communities, which are decentralized and democratic: libertarian independent local authorities.

When the father of social ecology, Murray Bookchin, claimed in the eighties that the wrong idea of being able to dominate the nature came from the real control of humans over other humans, he was put under cross fire. First, from the environmentalists that didn’t care about social problems; second, from social movements that considered the environment a “secondary contradiction”. 

Second decade of the third millennium.

“A real ecological approach always becomes a social approach” that needs to “listen both the shout of the earth and the shout of the poors” (49)..

With the encyclical “Laudato sii”, social ecology moves from the periphery to the centre of the ecological discussion.

Nowadays, it is difficult to talk about rainforests without talking about indigenous peoples that live over there, to talk about desertification and climate changes without considering the fate of starved peoples that need to leave their own land.

Social ecology does not settle for half measures, does not share the confidence over technologies, does not accept cultural pessimism of the “deep ecology” (that thinks “that any human species activity can only be a threat and can only compromise the global ecosystem”). As a matter of fact, social ecology works for an ecological changeover drived by a commitment for the “common house” and for global justice.

Social ecology disapproves the utilitarian pragmatism that asks to reduce the environmental issue to the economic aspect of cost-benefits analysis.
Ecological changeover of economy is the actual challenge: facing worker that are forced to work for polluting and highly energy based productions, asks us to suggest alternatives based on a way out from utilitarian commodification.

We have to look for productive and ecological alternatives, operational alternatives with consumptions based on sobriety and short supply chain.

Struggling to avoid that Northern regions of the world become only logistic platforms is a face of the coin of the fight against southern world exploitation.

Supporting politics of energy consumptions control, such as flats insulation in social housing, contributes to avoid non-payments phenomenon of who cannot pay electric and heating bills.

This workshop’s goal is to create a network of experiences and analysis in order to keep on working together for a better World.
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